
“Fill your house with 

stacks of books, in all 

the crannies and all the 

nooks.” – Dr Seuss 

 “If you don’t like to 

read, you haven’t found 

the right book.”– J.K. 

Rowling 

Thurs 1 Sep 
Pre-Prep School readiness Program 
Session 6.  2.15-3.15pm  

Tue 6 Sep Athletics Divisional Finals  

Thurs 8 Sep 
Curriculum Day: Confirmed  
(Students do not attend school) 

Fri 9 Sep 
Grade 1/2 excursion Toys & Forces  
Science Works excursion 

Wed 14 Sep 
Grade 3/4 Science Works  
Museum excursion 

Thurs 15 Sep 

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 
ONSITE at TWPS! 
Students attend school, with their  
parents or carers, only at the time of 
their conference. 

Fri 16 Sep 
Last Day Term 3 
1.15pm finish 

2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone: 9465 4317     

 No.26 26th August 2022 
 

From  the Acting Assistant Principal 
 

 

Book Week Parade  
Wow! I am blown away by the effort our students have 

put into their book week costumes! From Harry Potter, to 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Thomastown West 
looked like we were ready for… lights, camera, ACTION!  

It was so pleasing to see that our children’s enthusiasm 
and love of reading was celebrated this week. Thank you 
to the staff for also immersing themselves in the 
enjoyment of books to come dressed as their favourite 

book characters. Enjoy the photos  in this newsletter! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2022 Book of the Year Winners 
Older Readers Younger Readers Early Childhood 

 

 

 

Auslan at TWPS 
Did you know that learning another language helps    

develop essential areas of children's brains. It also helps 

them to think more creatively, connect ideas and solve 

problems more easily. Auslan is short for Australian sign 

language. It is a language developed by, and for, 

Australians who are deaf or hearing impaired. It's a visual 

form of communication that uses hand, arm and body 

movements to convey meaning. At TWPS, our teachers 

have been working hard to plan for new and creative ways 

to incorporate Auslan in daily learning tasks. Auslan is 

currently learnt at TWPS through immersion and can be 

seen during library visits, inquiry sessions and daily 

‘morning circles.’  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Important Hygiene 
We have been encouraging our students to use 
toothpaste, soap, shampoo and deodorant 
when they have a daily wash/shower. We have 

notices that some students may be 

skipping over some key hygiene and 
health routines in order to get back 

to more interesting activities. We ask families 

to encourage and oversee positive and regular 
health routines at home in the mornings and 
evenings. It is vital that we explicitly model and 
supervise these routines at home so that children can feel 

clean and confident. When we come together as a school 
group every day, it is important that we have all taken the 

time to present ourselves well. 

We are teaching our children 

self-respect, responsibility for 
self and safety for school and 

their future.  
 

 
 Vanesa Trpcevski   

Acting Assistant Principal 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Book Week 2022 









Stars of the Week 
Term 3- Week 7 

Aysha  2  
For striving to be her best during reading sessions and making great progress in her 
reading.  

Advika     3  Practising hard to learn her SATPIN sounds. Keep up the good work.  

Adem 5  
For striving to do his best when using conjunctions to help him retell a  story. 

Mariam  6  For striving her best to write a  procedural text using conjunctions.  

Baria 19  For always being so respectful to her peers.  

Otto 20  For trying his best during guided reading groups and thinking deeply about the text.  

Jamie   9  
For dressing up for Book Week and   being an outstanding  Oompa Loompa.   

Amer  10  For striving to be your best and making the connections in reading.  

Ahmad 11 For being a responsible, cooperative group worker and making  thoughtful  
contributions to group discussions. 

Elena   12  For always striving to be her best and for being helpful to her teachers and classmates.  

Michelle  15  
For demonstrating responsibility during writing this week, completing her set tasks and 
asking questions when she is unsure.  

Aliya  17  
For having a focused attitude towards her learning and applying herself to learning 
tasks.  

Esra  18 
For demonstrating responsibility and a mature approach to all her learning  
including  homework.  

Wayne  
Music: For showing great understanding and creativity in his composition work using 
music technology.  

Anthony   ART: For being a great listener and thinking deeply about his Art design!  

Chelsea  
 
 

 Wellbeing: For being responsible and making good decisions regarding her health and  
wellbeing.  

Attila   STEM:  Working independently and successfully completing his STEM Build in class.  



Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 7 





Hello Everyone , 

   Parents & Carers 
Motivating Your Children #1 

 
Remember the story of the tortoise and the hare? 
 

The tortoise won the race because he was more motivated than the hare. He just kept plugging away  
until he reached his goal. 
 

In real life, motivation is even more critical. Children who are motivated are excited to try new things. 
They do their homework and chores without their parents or carers having to ask them ten times before 
they make a start.  
 

Not surprisingly, motivation also helps children do better at school. Motivated children stove to do their 
best and enjoy the challenge of learning something new.  
 

In this article, we will provide strategies you can use to help motivate your children. 
 

Let's get started  
 

1. Teach your children to set goals for themselves. For young children, goals might include putting on or 
tying their shoes or learning to write their name. Older children may want to learn how to prepare meals 
or ride a bike. Celebrate success. If children feel successful in one area, they are more willing to try to 
learn something else. 
 
2. Talk about school each day. Ask your child specific questions: “What was the silliest thing that  
happened in school today?” or “What was something new you learnt today?” Then really listen to the  
answers. When parents and carers are interested in their children’s day, the children pay more attention 
so they can share their experiences. (It works a little like telling an adult that there will be a quiz at the 
end of this presentation.) 
 
3. Buy an inexpensive photo album for each child. Use it as a special place to store awards, ribbons,  
certificates and photos of school and community club events. When you put something in the album, talk 
with your child about how proud you are of their accomplishment and tell them they should be proud of 
themselves too. 
 
4. Occasionally, take their album out to show Grandparents or other relatives. When your child is having 
a bad day, encourage them to look through their book to remember past successes. 
Some parents and carers reward their children with money or gifts for special accomplishments;  
however, this can quickly get out of control. It can also teach children to only work hard if there is a  
reward, rather than for the pride of doing a good job. Instead, reward your children with time together. 
If a child has done something special, let them choose an activity for the whole family to enjoy, like 
a picnic, watching their favourite movie, or a visit to the zoo. 
 
5. The most powerful motivator you can give your children is your undivided attention The time you 
spend talking and listening with your children will make them feel good about themselves and encourage 
them to do their best. In some families, children seem to receive more attention when they misbehave 
than when they are being good. Because your attention is so important to your child, try to give more 
attention to good  behaviour than bad. You might say, “Since you and your brother have played 
so  nicely this afternoon, let’s push back bedtime tonight and have an extra long story time.” 

 

6. An inexpensive whiteboard can motivate your children to do more writing. Keep a whiteboard in 



each child’s room. Have them use it to write their plans for the next day and check them off when 
they’ve finished. Write long-range goals where they’ll constantly be in sight.  
 
7.Be realistic about time. Studies show unmotivated children tend to live in the present. They ask, ‘Why 
are we learning this? When will we use it? 
Motivated students know that present actions can affect their future. They are willing to work hard 
now   to enjoy success later. Here are some ways you can help your children:  

• Give your child an allowance. It should be large enough to buy small treats but small enough to en-
courage saving for something special.  

• Start a family savings plan for a special goal. If your children want a new device or computer game, 
get them to save a small amount of their weekly allowance.  

• Talk about a long-range goal of yours. Perhaps you want to finish a course of study; maybe you 
want to quit smoking or lose some weight. Whatever your goal, set a plan for achieving it, and 
share your plan with your children. 

8. Sometimes large tasks can be overwhelming. Children who feel a task is impossible won’t be  
motivated to try.  
  
Help your children learn how to break large jobs into smaller, achievable tasks. Suppose your child has 
an extensive report due in a week. Say, “First, you need to do your research on our family computer. You 
will need to set aside some time each afternoon to read through the information you find and make 
notes. Then you will have to make an outline and write a draft. After you correct and revise it, you’ll be 
ready to complete your final report. Then you will have to decide how you want to present your work. If 
you want to create a poster, you will need to make a list of supplies, and then we will need to make a 
trip to Kmart or Officeworks.” As your child completes each step, they will gain confidence and  
motivation, keeping them going until the job is finished. 
 
9. Appreciation motivates children to do their best. Children try harder when they know their parents 
or carers appreciate hard work.  Here are some ways you can show your appreciation: 
 

• “I appreciate that you cleaned your room.” 
 
• “You worked hard carrying in the groceries. Thanks.” 
 
• “You studied hard for your maths test. I’m proud of you.” 
 

We hope you find some of these strategies helpful for your children. We will share even more strategies 
in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Gita Peterson                                                          Gurleen Gogia 

Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator      &     Student Welfare Officer 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 





Term 3  Week 7 
Congratulations to Room 10  with 123 Dojo 

Points  
You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

 
 

Prep 
Brian 

10 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Ridha A 

10 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Anthony D 

15 Dojo Points 

Grade 5/6 
Marsela  

15 Dojo Points 

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Anthony & Marsela 15  

Dojo Points 

 





Term 3  Week 7 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week  This Week 

Room 2 77% 71% Room 9 76% 85% 

Room 3 78% 73% Room 10 85% 83% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 76% 80% 

Room 5 81% 88% Room 12 80% 79% 

Room  6 79% 90% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 83% 70% Room 15 82% 87% 

Room 20 92% 88% Room 17 84% 83% 

      Room 18 77% 80% 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:  

Your child will find it very difficult to 
make progress. The school may take 

further action to support 
 improved attendance. 



TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 
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      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 3 Week 7 is 

Room 06 







 

 







Only 6 days left 
until you need to wear your school hat! 



New permission notes have been sent home. Hub Clubs have  

changed since Term 2. Students require a new permission note. 





Thomastown West Primary School 

warmly welcomes our  NEW After School Care provider   

KidsCo. 



 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 















What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  








