
Thurs 11 Aug 
Pre-Prep School readiness Program 
Session 3.  2.15-3.15pm  

Fri 12  Aug 
Curriculum Day  
(Students do not attend school) 

Thurs 18  Aug 
Pre-Prep School readiness Program 
Session 4.  2.15-3.15pm  

Tue 23 Aug Book Week Parade 

Thurs 25 Aug 
Pre-Prep School readiness Program 
Session 5. 2.15-3.15pm  

Thurs 1 Sep 
Pre-Prep School readiness Program 
Session 6.  2.15-3.15pm  

Tue 6 Sep Athletics Divisional Finals  

Thurs 8 Sep 
Curriculum Day: Confirmed  
(Students do not attend school) 

Fri 9 Sep 
Grade 1/2 excursion Toys & Forces  
Science Works excursion 

Wed 14 Sep 
Grade 3/4 Science works  
Museum excursion 

Thur 15 Sep Parent/Student/Teacher interviews 

Fri 16 Sep 
Last Day Term 3 
1.15pm finish 

2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone: 9465 4317     

  No.23  5th August 2022 

From the Principal 
 

Has anyone else noticed (and celebrated) this week that 
Spring is around the corner? Especially with the beautiful 
weather on Wednesday and Thursday, as well as our days 

lengthening and with the wattle starting to bloom.  
 
 

There are 26 more days until 1st September and with our 

updated SunSmart Policy (page 9 of this newsletter), 
students are expected to wear their school hats from 

1/9/22, which is much earlier than what TWPS is used to. 
So it’s time to search your homes for your child’s school 

hats or perhaps purchase a new one from the Office. 
 

 

100 Days of Learning 
Congratulations to all of our students who completed 

their first 100 days of learning this week. Today our Prep 
and 1/2 students dressed up in their party clothes to 
celebrate this very special milestone and completed a 

fabulous day of ‘100s’ activities. 
 
 

How much have our junior students changed and how far 

they have all progressed in their learning since beginning 
school earlier this year in February? It was a wonderful 
and exciting achievement to complete this milestone, 
whereas due to the last 2 years of Covid and remote 

learning, this special event had been previously impacted. 
 

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s 
Day 

I would like to acknowledge that yesterday was National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day. The 
theme for this year is ‘Dreaming. My Future’. It is a time 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families to 

celebrate the strengths and culture of their children.  
 

The day is an opportunity for all Australians to learn about 
the crucial impact that community, culture and family play 
in the life of every Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
child. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Great news! In the coming weeks our Koorie Kids Club will 

be joined by our Side by Side staff, Zac (from Berry Street) 
and Stewart (from VACCA). I look forward to providing you 
with an update in a future newsletter. 
  

Curriculum Days Confirmed:  
✓ Friday 12 August: Staff will participate in professional 

learning about the Berry Street Educational Model. 
 

✓ Thursday 8th September: Staff will participate in a whole 
school planning day for term 4. 

Reminder: Students do not attend school on Curriculum  

Days. 
  

Swimming 

Our Grade 5/6 students participated in their Swimming/
Survival program at TRAC today! I would like to 

congratulate them all on their excellent behaviour and 
living the school values. 
 

Success! 
We have now held two sessions of our Pre-Prep School 
Readiness Program and our 2023 Prep students are loving 

it! It truly made my day when I visited yesterday and saw 

the smiles on the children’s faces. Thank you to Mrs Hrovat 

(and her husband) for setting up Room 8 as a valuable and 

engaging learning centre for our current and future 
students.  

 

REMINDER: PREP ENROLMENTS for 2023 ARE OPEN!  
If you have a child who turns 5 before the end of April next 

year, they are eligible to begin school. If you have relatives 

or friends, can you please ask them to obtain an enrolment 
form and return it to the office. The forms are on our 
website. 
 

2022 Book Week: Dreaming with Eyes Open  
We are celebrating book week this year between the 20th 
and 26th of August.  We will have a range of activities and 

events across the week to celebrate our love of reading 
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and books in this week culminating our annual book 
week dress up parade on Tuesday 23rd August.  The 
parade will be between 9:00am and 10:00am.  This will 
give you a bit of time to help your children develop a 

costume of their favourite book character. We encourage 
everyone to re-use and recycle household items for their 
costume.  

SAFETY FIRST 
Staff Car Park 

Can I please ask that families refrain from using the staff 

carpark during school hours, including drop off or pick up 
times unless otherwise granted permission from myself. 
Our school has an OHS obligation to manage the traffic 
on our property to ensure student safety. Our policy 

does not include provision for parents to access the 
carpark. 
 

Visitors to school 

Our school has an obligation under the Child Safety 
Standards to manage the movement and activities of all 
visitors onsite during school hours. For this reason we ask 
all adults and visitors to enter via the office and sign in or 

sign out. Thomastown West Primary School has a 
commitment to zero tolerance of child abuse. 
 

COVID UPDATE 
There is still lots of sickness around, lots of coughing and 

sneezing and Covid Cases within the school. Please keep 
your child or children home if they are unwell, even if 
they test negative. It is best for the child and also best 
for the rest of us to stay well.  
 

Face Masks  
All Victorians are now encouraged to wear a mask when 

with other people indoors and when you cannot 
physically distance, including outdoors. Wearing a face 

mask can help protect you, your child/ren and those 
around you. Face masks stop droplets spreading when 

people talk, cough, sneeze and laugh, which lowers the 
chance of spreading or catching the virus. This 

information is especially important for those who are 

medically at risk. 
 
 
 

The Victorian government’s advice recommends people 
over 8 years of age wear a face mask in indoor settings, 
except for close contacts, who must wear a mask indoors 

unless an exception applies. If you wish your child to 

wear a mask at school, and/or they themselves wish to 
wear a mask, we will ensure they are supported to do 
that. We have a supply of children's and adult masks at 

school or you can send your child to school with their 

own mask. 

People are now exempt from testing and isolating four 

weeks after getting COVID, instead of 12 weeks. 

Parents and carers who have COVID-19 can transport 
their non-COVID-19 children via private vehicle to their 
primary or secondary school when an alternative person 
is not available to assist.  

 
This means that parents and carers will be able to leave 
COVID self-isolation to take their non-COVID-19 child to 
school or school holiday programs via a private vehicle. 

The parent or carer must travel directly to and from the 
school only. They must remain in the vehicle at all times, 
unless it is reasonably necessary to leave the vehicle to 
walk the child to and from the entrance of the school 

safely. They must wear a face mask at all times. 

 

Family members are asked to continue reporting positive 
COVID-19 cases to both the Department of Health and 

our own testing portal. You must also let the school 
know if your child is a close contact. Students who are 
close contacts and want to attend should still take 5 RATs 
over 7 days and wear a face mask whilst indoors if they 

are aged 8 years or over.  
 

Students should continue to stay home if they are 

unwell, even if they test negative on a RAT. 

 
Rapid Antigen Tests 

Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) will continue to be available in 

our school in Terms 3 and 4. 
 

RATs continue to be required by students who are 
household contacts to attend school (5 negative tests 

over a 7 day period) or who have symptoms. 
 

The ongoing supply of RATs to families in our school will 

ensure that parents and carers will have them should 
they need them if their child is a household contact or 
has symptoms. 
 

Families must continue to notify the Department of 
Health and the school if their child returns a positive RAT 
result. Additionally, you should inform us if any of your 

children are household contacts. 

 

For more information visit the Coronavirus website: 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/parents-carers-and-

guardians  
 

Missing something? 
Please ensure you come and check the Lost Property in 

the Office before the end of term as we have LOTS and 
LOTS of jackets, jumpers and lunch boxes ready to be 

returned.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

Sandi Young 
Principal 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/parents-carers-and-guardians
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Stars of the Week 
Term 3- Week 4 

Steven 2 For always listening to instructions and working very hard on his learning tasks.  

Fonzie  3 
Showing resilience when activities are challenging and attempting them to the 
best of his ability. 

Sam  5 
For showing resilience in social situations during play and during challenging 
work tasks.  

Dixin 6 For listening carefully to instructions during lesson focuses. 

Xaviar  19  For persisting through his maths assessment and having a good red go. 

Jonathan 20 
For showing resilience and using problem-solving skills when faced with  
challenging situations in the playground.  

Isaac  09 
For being a responsible learner, always making valuable contributions and  
asking great questions during class group time.  

Mireille 10 
For having a positive attitude and striving to do her best especially with her 
writing.  

Ahmad 11 For being focused during Guided Reading and answering question. 

 Mohammed .M. 12 
For demonstrating a positive attitude in class and producing excellent home-
work.  

Francesco 15 
For striving to be his best and taking responsibility for his learning by completing 
his homework tasks and asking for feedback.  

Perla 17 For having a growth mindset when taking on new challenges in Maths.  

Michael (19)   
ART: By demonstrating an enthusiastic and positive attitude when learning to 

finger-knit in Art!  

Alaeddine &  
Christopher  

 PE: For being great sport shed monitors.  

Julian  & Bradley  
MUSIC: For showing resilience by practising your drumming skills outside  of 

school and, when the chance came, stepping into the school band as a drummer 
and doing a fabulous job. 

Ibrahim Rm 2  STEM: For drawing an amazing diagram of his “material” during stem.  



Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 4 



Hello Everyone , 

 

 

Parents & Carers 
Encouraging your children to be responsible #2 

 

 
In this newsletter, we continue to look at strategies to encourage your children to be responsible.  
 
➢ Give your children a little more freedom as they get older. Each year, perhaps on their birthday, spend 

some time rethinking the rules. At the same time, let your child see that freedom and responsibility go hand 
in hand. As your child takes more responsibility around the house, relax your rules to give them more 
 freedom. 

 
➢ Talk with your children about the moral choices they must make. For example, would they cheat on a test? 

Would they shoplift if a friend asked them to? Would they try smoking or vaping if their friends were doing 
it? 

 

During these discussions, you can let your children know your own values, but it’s even more important to 
listen to what they have to say. After all, you won’t always be around when your children need to make 
decisions. 
 
➢ Let your child make some choices about homework. They have to do it, of course, but they could decide 

whether: 

• To do it in their bedroom or on the kitchen table 
 

• To do it right after school or spend time playing first 
 

• To do their maths first or start with spelling 
 

• To schedule one long homework session or two shorter ones. 
 

 Talk about these choices and let them choose which works best. Of course, if a choice doesn’t work. For 
example, if they play outside until dark and can’t get their homework done, then it’s time for them to see  
the consequences of their actions. 
 
Morning Rush Hour 
Even the most responsible children can have trouble getting organised and out the door in the morning. 
For some children, mornings can be chaotic. Here are some tried and tested ways to encourage your  
children to be more responsible in the morning so you can avoid “rush hour” in your home. 
➢ Set aside a special place for your child to keep everything they need for school. Some families have a plastic 

tub or cardboard box for each family member. Ask your child to choose a place for their box, near the front 
door or in their bedroom. Every afternoon, their first job is to unpack their bag, put their snack bags in the 
kitchen and place all other school items in their box. When their homework is finished, it goes in the box too. 
In the morning, the box is the last stop before heading out the door. 

➢ Write down a checklist of everything your child needs for school each day. Post it by the front door. Use 
yellow sticky notes for any special items or days, for example, Field Trip Permission Slip, $1 for icy pole,  
Harmony Day- wear orange or PE today- wear runners. 

➢ Buy your child an alarm clock or set an alarm on their phone. Have them assume the responsibility for 
getting themselves out of bed. Sometimes, ask your older children to take on the responsibility of waking 
everyone in the family. You may want to try this on the weekend first. 

➢ If your child tends to move in slow motion when getting out of bed in the mornings, play their favourite 
song and tell them they have until the song finishes to get up. Not only will your child be able to pace  
themself, but you may find their disposition improves as they wake up singing. 



 
Sharing the Load 
  

There is a lot of work involved in keeping a household going. Children can assume some of the responsibility. When 
everyone helps, you’ll have a happier and more organised family, more responsible children and more time for  
other activities. Here are some suggestions for encouraging your children to help around the home. 
 
➢ If you haven’t expected much from your children, schedule a family meeting and explain what needs to be 

done to keep the household running. Talk about how everyone needs to help out from now on.  
Remember, it’s not Mum’s home, it’s everyone’s home, and we all make messes that need to be cleaned up; 
we all need meals, clean clothes, and tidy bedrooms, not just Mum, so we all need to help out. It’s not just 
Mum or Dad’s job to look after the house,  it’s all of our jobs. 

➢ Nobody likes to be nagged, so create a no-nag method to remind your children to do their chores. Some 
families make a big chart listing all regular chores and the person responsible for doing them, some  
families give each child their own chart such as the 30 Day Household Chore Challenge shown below. As a 
chore is completed, it is crossed off. Some families put all devices away until the chores are done. Some  
families who are already too busy during the week, make Sunday morning their chore time. It’s  
important to do what’s right for your family. Try rotating tasks, so no one gets bored. The person who feeds 
and walks the dog this week may set the table and do the dishes next week.  

➢ Make your home an equal opportunity household. Teach both boys and girls how to cook, use the washing 
machine, hang out clothes on the line, use a hammer, sew on a button, and change a light globe. Not only 
will you be increasing their responsibilities, but you will also be building their self-esteem and  
independence. Many young adults find themselves unprepared to move out of home, pay bills, clean their 
clothes or cook themselves meals. 

➢ Before giving your children a job, show them how to do it, step by step. You may even want to write  
instructions for some chores, like how to use the washing machine or oven. Be patient and don’t expect a 
child to do the job exactly how you would. Be thankful for the help, and don’t redo the job or criticise the 
child’s efforts when they are trying hard. If a job is consistently done poorly, show the child how to do it 
again. If you think the child is doing it on purpose, show them the consequences of not taking a job  
seriously or not doing it correctly. For example, if you have asked them to put their dirty clothes in the  
laundry basket and they haven’t, don’t wash their clothes. Then the next time they want to wear their 
 favourite jeans or top, say, ‘Sorry you didn’t put them in the laundry basket, so I didn’t think you needed 
them washed, you will have to wear something else.  





 

➢ Teach your children to prepare some healthy snacks. Look through cookbooks or online recipes together 
and ask your children to select some simple snacks they will be able to make themselves. This is a great time 
to talk about taking responsibility for eating healthy foods. Teach your children that snacks can taste good 
and be good for you. Plain popcorn, cheese and crackers, fresh fruit or vegetables and dip are all tasty and 
nutritious. Show your children how to prepare the snacks they have chosen safely. Even five-year-old's can 
open a jar of peanut butter or jam and use a butter knife. Ten-year-old's can use a knife to cut fruit (start 
with bananas and progress to apples). Twelve-year-old's can use an over carefully. Once your children have 
mastered basic cooking skills, expand their repertoire with new and more complex recipes. 

 

  Are you tired of picking up your children’s toys, sports equipment, clothes etc.?  
 
➢ When the clutter gets out of control create collect all of their belongings they have left lying around and 

put them in a cupboard with a lock and have your children do chores to earn their belongings back. 
 

Good luck. We hope some of the strategies mentioned this week and last can help your children become 
more responsible members of your family and the wider community. If you would like a copy of the 30 
Day Household Chore Challenge sheet (page 6) please contact the Wellbeing Team via 
Gita.Peterson@education.gov.vic.au or Gurleen.Gogia@education.gov.vic.au  

 
 

The best way for parents and carers to build responsibility in children is by giving them 
responsibility and helping them to see the consequences of their actions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gita Peterson                                                         Gurleen Gogia 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator      &     Student Welfare Officer 
 

Term 3  Week 4 
Congratulations to Room 09 with 225 Dojo points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this 
week! 

Prep 
Maria Rm 03 
7 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Ayden Rm 6 

21 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Baraa Rm 09 

15 Dojo Points 

Grade 5/6 
Benjamin Rm 15 
10 Dojo Points 

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 Ayden 21 Dojo Points 
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Term 3  Week 4 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week  This Week 

Room 2 65% 77% Room 9 74% 91% 

Room 3 89% 79% Room 10 79% 92% 
Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 71% 73% 

Room 5 69% 88% Room 12 67% 80% 

Room  6 79% 85% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 64% 69% Room 15 88% 86% 

Room 20 80% 77% Room 17 87% 86% 

      Room 18 81% 80% 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:



TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 

Room  2 
Term 2 
Week 6  

           

Room  3 
Term 2 
Week 6  

Term 3 
Week  3 

  
         

 

 
             

Room  5 
Term 2 
Week 1 

Term 2 
Week 2 

Term 3 
Week 1  

       

Room  6 
Term 1 
Week 4 

Term 1 
Week 5 

Term 1 
Week 11 

Term 2 
Week 4 

Term 2 
Week 5 

Term 2 
Week 9 

   

Room  19 
Term 1 
Week 6 

           

Room  20 
 Term 3 
Week 2 

           

               

Room  9              

Room  10 
Term 1 
Week 3 

Term 1 
Week 9 

Term 2 
Week7  

Term 3 
Week 4  

  
     

Room  11              

Room  12 
 
  

           

               

Room  15 
Term 1 

Week 10 
           

Room  17 
Term 1 
Week 6 

Term 2 
Week 3 

Term 2 
Week 8 

       

Room  18              

      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 3 Week 4 is 

Room  10 



New permission notes have been sent home. Hub Clubs have  

changed since Term 2. Students require a new permission note. 



Fundraising Update 

 
➢ TWPS fundraising team will be running a Fathers day stall in September. Keep  a  

lookout for the brochure with gifts and prices very soon. 

 

➢ Footy finals is almost here!! The fundraising committee will be discussing a hot lunch 

footy day for the end of Term 3.  

 

If you are interested in joining the Fundraising committee please call or email Mrs El Zoobi. 

 

thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

9465 4317 

 

 





Thomastown West Primary School 

warmly welcomes our  NEW After School Care provider   

KidsCo. 







 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 













What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  






