
Wed 2 Aug 
Winter Wonderland: Donut Day 
Students wear Pyjamas/PJs:  
Out of uniform day 

Tue   8 Aug 100 days of Learning Celebration P-2 

Fri 11 Aug 
Hoop time Basketball Tournament Gr 
5/6 

Mon 
Fri 

14-18 
Aug 

Science Week 

Tue 
15 
Aug 

School Council Meeting 6:30pm  

Mon 
Fri 

21-25 
Aug 

Book week 

Fri 25 Aug 

Book Week Parade 9:15am 
Parents and Carers welcome! 
Students dress up as their favourite book 
character.  

Fri 25 Aug Prep Circus Day 

Fri 25 Aug 5/6 Girls Futsal Tournament  

Tues- 
Thurs 

29-31 
Aug 

Fathers Day stall 

Thurs 31 Aug Father’s Day Breakfast (Prep-2)  

Fri 1 Sept 
Grade 5/6 Interschool Boys Futsal  
Competition  

Thur 7 Sept Whole School Concert 

Fri 8 Sept Grades 3-6 AFL Excursion 

Wed 13 Sept 
Footy Day Parade and Hot lunch 
(Out of Uniform day) 

Thurs 14 Sept 
Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 
Students only attend school at the time 
of their interview.  

Fri 15 Sept 
Last Day Term 3  
Assembly 12:00pm 
Students are dismissed at 1.15pm  

Mon 2 Oct 
First day term 4 
Students arrive on time, ready to learn,  
at quarter to nine. 

Mon 6 Nov 
Students are expected to attend school 
the Monday before Melbourne Cup  
Public Holiday.  

Tues 7 Nov 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school. 

Tues 19 Dec 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Wed 20 Dec 
Last Day Term 4  
Assembly 12:00pm 
Students are dismissed at 1.15pm  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

2023 IMPORTANT DATES: 
No.22  28th July 2023 

 

From the Principal 
Communication 
Effective communication between families and schools is 
vital for the success of students. When parents and 

teachers collaborate and share relevant information 
about a student, it creates a supportive and cohesive 
learning environment that benefits the child academically 
and emotionally.  

✓ TWPS is still using COMPASS to send you whole school 

messages but Class Dojo allows teachers and staff to 

easily contact individual Parents and Carers and class or 
year level groups.  

✓ Class Dojo also allows Parents and Carers to send                  

teachers messages. ☺ Please remember, teachers are 

teaching during the school day and have the right to  
their personal time with their own families during the 
evenings. Teachers will reply at their earliest 

convenience. 

✓While Class Dojo allows parents and carers to contact 

Mr Crotti and myself, it is not always the best form of 
communication. Imagine checking your phone, seeing 300 
contacts and having to search each page to check if there 
are any messages. Unfortunately, due to the structure of 

the Class Dojo app, messages can be missed with the 250 
individual accounts. Even when we try our best, it is not 
practical or time efficient for Mr Crotti and I, to search 

each class for messages. 
 

If it is urgent or important to communicate with  Mr 

Crotti, staff or myself, please contact our school via the 
phone on 9465 4317 or email: 

  thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au    
 

Student Learning  
NAPLAN results have been received by our school and we 

have posted them to our families this week! This year,  
NAPLAN results are now reported against proficiency 

standards with 4 levels of achievement to give teachers, 
parents and carers clearer information on how students 

are performing. The standards are set at a challenging but 

reasonable expectation of what students know and can 
do at the time of testing.  
 

For more information, please refer to the information on 
pages 9 and 10 or you may prefer to watch a YouTube 
support video: https://youtu.be/AcYsiLtE7a8 
 

It was with great pleasure that Mr Crotti and I shared the 
NAPLAN results with staff this week. A highlight of our 

school’s NAPLAN results were the significantly improved  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://youtu.be/AcYsiLtE7a8


Reading and Writing results. The Year 5 reading data is 
now comparable to our ‘similar schools’ data and the 

Year 5 writing data now surpasses the ‘similar schools’ 
data. These results are strong evidence of our students 
learning growth, teacher’s collectively efficacy and that 
our Professional Learning Communities (PLC) are valuable 

and successful! Congratulations to both students and 
staff. 

Mathematics 
Mr Crotti and I are excited to inform you of a Maths 

school improvement initiative at TWPS that will benefit 
our students' learning experience. From this week, 
teachers have been trialling Student Centred Inquiry 
Model mathematics lessons in our classrooms. 
 

During the coming weeks, teachers will explore new 

teaching methods and resources to further improve our 
students' understanding and engagement with 

Mathematics. Our goal is to create a more dynamic and 
interactive learning environment that caters to individual 

learning styles and fosters a deeper appreciation for the 
subject. Lessons may include interactive games, practical 
applications of mathematical concepts, and collaborative 

learning exercises. 
 

We believe that by conducting this trial, we can assess 
the effectiveness of these new approaches and gather 

valuable feedback from teachers, students and parents. 
This feedback will contribute to our school shaping the 
future of our mathematics curriculum and ensuring we 
provide the best possible education for our students. 
 

Throughout the trial, we will closely monitor the progress 
of our students and encourage them to share their 

thoughts and experiences with the new methods. We 
kindly request your support in encouraging your child to 
actively participate and provide honest feedback during 
this trial period. 
 

Please rest assured that our core focus will remain on 
providing a well-rounded education that includes all 

essential subjects, and the trial will not interfere with the 

regular curriculum in any other subject areas. 
 

We genuinely appreciate your cooperation and 
involvement in this endeavour to continually improve our 
educational practices. If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding the trial, please don't hesitate to 

reach out to us. Thank you for your ongoing support in 
nurturing your child's education. 
 

Student Safety  
Safety at the End of the School Day 
Mr Crotti and I have noticed that students are not leaving 

the school at the end of the day in an orderly manner.  
Some are playing basketball or down-ball as they leave 

the school and others are running past the poles or 
playing tiggy. Whilst this might sound fun or petty, it has 
at times caused injury to students due to the sheer 
numbers of children leaving the school at the same time.  

Students have been hurt accidently by students bumping 

as they ran out of the school. Parents could help by 
supporting us to remind their children to be thoughtful at 

the end of the school day, leave school promptly or wait 
to be collected before 3.30pm in the designated area 
patiently.  Thank you. 
 

 

Riding a bike to school 
In order for children to ride their bike to 

school they must wear a helmet. This is a 
legal requirement in Victoria. Please care for 
your children and  ensure they wear a 
helmet when  riding a bike at any time. 
 

Keeping our kids safe as they get to and from school is   
everyone’s responsibility! 
Recently I have had a number of parents express their    

concerns to me about how busy and dangerous Simpson 
Street can be at drop off times. I have encouraged those 

parents to contact Whittlesea Council. 
 

In the following weeks, you may notice parking inspectors 
from the City of Whittlesea Council observing our local 
streets before and after school. 
 

As our children come to and from school it’s important 
for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists to be aware and 

take extra care during these busy times. Even a small 
reduction in speed could save a child’s life. 
 

To help keep our kids safe, it’s important for drivers to: 
✓ slow down in school speed zones during school times 

✓ be extra cautious around schools 
✓ be aware that young children can be unpredictable 

and difficult to see. 
 

Internet Safety 
Thomastown West PS has very strict systems in place to 

encourage and support students to be smart, safe and   

responsible when using digital technology. This week I 
have heard stories about students playing games online 

after school WITH PEOPLE THEY DO NOT KNOW!!??         
I have been speaking to these students  about the       
dangers and risks with an online environment. I asked the 
students: How do you know who Bob is? Bob could tell 

you he is 10, but he is actually 40! Would you talk to a 

stranger in Thomastown or in the city? No… Why would 
you talk to them online???  Please discuss these dangers 
and risks with your children! I strongly encourage all 

parents and carers to closely monitor what your 
children are looking at when they are accessing the 
Internet.  If you would like some advice regarding 
Internet safety, please speak to your child’s teacher, Mrs 

Santiglia or myself. 
 
 

“Think  before  you  click” 
 

Sandi Young 
Principal 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/speeding/school-speed-zones


 
 

Now for some very special news about  

a super important event!  
The TWPS CONCERT is going to be held at the end of this term.   

It has been 4 long years since our last great production! 

Over the next few weeks, lots of important information will be sent 

out on Class Dojo and in the Newsletter. 

Everyone is expected to join in, and have fun learning new skills while 

creating special memories that will stay with you for a lifetime!  

The most important thing to remember today is to 

 SAVE THE DATE: 

Thursday, 7th September 

The Concert will be held in the Thomastown Secondary College 

ECCA (Gym) and will start at 7.30pm. 

Check out the Concert Flyer in the Newsletter designed by Rosalina 

using Canva.  Each week a different flyer with important information 

will be posted.  Our talented graphic artists have been very busy 

designing more posters, making props and fabulous costumes for the 

BIG NIGHT! 















Stars of the Week 
Term 3- Week 2 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

Multipurpose Room/ Basketball court 
TEAM ASSEMBLY 

In your child’s building 

Week 2  Friday 21st July  Week 3  Friday 28th July  

Week 4  Friday  4th August  Week 5  Friday 11th August  

Week 6  Friday  18th August  Week 7  Friday 25th August 

Week 8  Friday 1st September  Week 9  Friday  8th September  

Week 10  Friday  15th September 12:00pm (last day of  Term 3)  



Term 3 Week 2 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 

school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

Prep 
Last Week  of 

Term 
This Week Year 3/4 

Last Week  of 

Term 
This Week 

Room 2 80% 90% Room 9 91% 90% 

Room 3 95% 85% Room 10 92% 75% 

Year 1/2 Last Week  This Week Room 11 92% 73% 

Room 4 89% 79% Room 12 86% 88% 

Room  5 83% 70% Year 5/6 Last Week   This Week 

Room 6 88% 77% Room 15    97%9 96% 

   Room 16 92% 79% 

   Room 17 94% 81% 

      Room 18 86% 82% 



      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 3 Week 3 is Room 15 

TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 

Room  2            

Room  3            

 

 
             

Room  4 
Term 1 
Wk 11 

Term 2 
Wk 1 

Term 2 
Wk 2 

Term 2 
Wk 5 

Term 2 
Wk 6 

    

Room  5          

Room  6          

               

Room  9 
Term 1 
Wk 9 

Term 1 
Wk 10 

       

Room  10 
Term 1 
Wk 3 

Term 1 
Wk 4 

Term 1 
Wk 5 

Term 1 
Wk 7 

Term 1 
Wk 8 

    

Room  11          

Room  12 
Term 1 
Wk 1 

Term 2 
Wk 4 

Term 2 
Wk 7 

Term 2 
Wk 8 

     

               

Room  15 
Term 1 
Wk 2 

Term 1 
Wk 6 

Term 3 
Wk 1 

Term 3 
Wk 2  

Term 3 
Wk 3 

    

Room  16           

Room  17 
Term 2 
Wk 3 

           

Room  18          



Term 3 Week 3 

Congratulations to Room 18 with 228 Dojo Points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

 

 

Prep 
Raika 

13 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Leila 

11 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Zack, Maria & AJ 

4  Dojo Points  

Grade 5/6 
Milly 

14 Dojo Points   

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Milly 

14  Dojo Points 

WINTER WONDERLAND DONUT DAY  

 

➢ Winter wonderland will be on Wednesday 2nd August, students can come 

dressed in their Pyjamas / PJs. (Please wear sensible shoes… not slippers)  

➢ An order form to purchase donuts has been sent out. Students needs to 

have the order form returned by Monday 31st July. 

 

 

 

The fundraising committee thank you for your continuous support. 



All year 
round 

Thomastown West Primary School compulsory 
school uniform items are as follows: 

is navy blue. 

Items worn under the uniform (such as long sleeve t-shirts) should be blue, white or red.  



BEFORE SCHOOL CARE from 7am 

Front Gate opens at 8:30am 

1. 
2. 

3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 



 

 

The uniform shop is opened every fortnight on Tuesdays in Term 3.  

Please check the dates above. Orders can also be placed at the office. 

 

 

Term   Starting date   Finishing date 
Term 1 Tues  31 Jan Thurs    6 April 

Term 2 Wed  26 April  Fri      23 June 

Term 3 Mon  10 July  Fri      15 Sept 

Term 4 Tues    3 Oct  Wed 20 Dec 

2023 TERM DATES 



➢ Every Wednesday and Friday your child can order a lunch order. 

➢ Lunch orders can only be ordered via the School Connect App.  

➢ Cut off time is 8.30 am  



















FREE WEEKLY ENGLISH CLASSES @  
THOMASTOWN NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 

TNH is keen to spotlight the commencement of our Weekly English Classes commencing in 
Second Semester. TNH will be partnering with PRACE to deliver ‘Everyday English – English 
Conversation’ Classes every Tuesday from 10am- 1pm in the TNH room at Thomastown 
 Library.  Please share this information with anyone who you think would benefit from the 
class and please note that registrations are essential. Please note that those with  
Bridging Visas E & F, Temporary Protection Visa & SHEV are also eligible to register. 




