
Tue 26 Apr Term 2 Begins 

Tue 26 Apr 
School Council Meeting 
(Public meeting all are welcome) 

Fri 29 Apr 
5/6 Interschool Sports begin 
(Home game) 

Wed 4 May Lalor District Cross Country event 

Thurs 05 May WHOLE  SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Tue 17 May 
Curriculum Day    
(Students do not attend School) 

➢ Koorie Leaders met with Ralph Bamblett (KESO) and 

developed an Action Plan for 2022. 
➢ Thomastown West Community Hub (TWCH) programs 

recommenced at recess and lunch this term. 

➢ Ralph Bamblett (KESO) and Eva Mumbler (TWCH) have 

provided engaging activities for our Koorie students. 
➢ Our Grade 5/6s participating in Thomastown 

Secondary’s Science Week. 

➢ 80% of parents and carers have connected to Class 

Dojo. 
➢ Students, Parents and Carers actively participated in 

the Conferences and celebrated student learning this 

week. 

➢ The 2022 TWPS School Council have met and welcomed 

new members. 
➢ Our Parent & Carer Team have raised $1600.00 through 

the Easter Raffle, Hot Cross Bun Drive and selling icy 

poles this term. 

➢ Dog Solutions has sustained its’ partnership with TWPS 

and utilises our school grounds every Saturday. 
Wellbeing 

➢ 11,764 Dojo Points were given out this term! 

➢ 111 Stars of the Week and 2 Principal Awards were 

presented. 
➢ The Student Voice team have begun to review our 

School Wide Positive Behaviour (SWPPB) processes. 

➢ Grade 1/2 Students have participated in play therapy. 

➢ Make it Right Club returned in Term 1 to support 

students to solve their problems and live the values. 
➢ Our lovely psychologist Sonia, from Thriving Minds, has 

been onsite Thursday and Fridays to support our 

students. 
 

RAT Screening Program Extension 
The Victorian Government has announced it is extending 

the RAT screening program for the first 4 weeks of Term 2. 
Thank you to all students and families who have played 

their role in regularly testing. Your work has seen COVID 
cases being picked up at the earliest opportunity, 
meaning less cases in our school and more time in the 

classroom for our students. The testing recommendations 

will remain the same next Term for students and staff with 

the recommendation to test at home twice a week: 
Monday and Friday. 
 

Hat reminder for Term 2 Week 1 
Just a friendly reminder that we are a SUN SAFE school and 

hats are expected to be worn until 1st May.  Please 
remember to pack your child’s school hat for the first week 

of Term 2 
 

Wishing you all a safe, restful and happy holidays! 
Sandi Young   Vanesa Trpcevski 

Principal   Acting Assistant Principal   

2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

No.10  8th April 2022 

From the Principal Team 
What a great start to 2022! This term has been the first 
full term of face-to-face teaching and learning since 2019.  

It’s been wonderful to see routines, consistency and 
fabulous teaching and learning happening in our 
classrooms. The teachers and education support staff have 
worked very hard as a team to provide the full range of 

opportunities for your children to achieve their best at our 
school.  
 

At the end of what has been a very busy term,  it is timely 
for me to acknowledge the combined efforts of students, 
parents and staff. Collective efforts of all parties have 
ensured a positive and successful beginning to the 2022 

year. Sincere thanks to our students, staff, and school 
community for an absolutely awesome start to the school 
year. There have been so many positives this term:  

Teaching  & Learning 

➢ DET Teaching Partners have begun to work with our 

School Improvement Team and provide individualised 
professional learning for our teachers. 

➢ Teachers have participated in Professional Learning 

Communities (PLCs) this term, which have included peer 

observations and feedback. 
➢ Student Support Group meetings supported the review 

and goals setting for students, reflected in their of 

Individual Education Plans. 

➢ Curriculum Teams have begun to trial and/or review 

planning documents and assessment schedules created 
in 2022. 
➢ Science & STEM returned as a specialist subject has 

promoted questioning, critical thinking and curiosity  

with  all students. 
Engagement 
➢ Student Leaders were appointed and the GRIP Student 

Leadership conference was attended. 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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2022 Easter Hamper Raffle Winners! 

Room 

02 

First Prize 

 

Miracle Second 
Prize 

Steven Third 

Prize 

Arianna 

Room 

03 

First Prize 

 

Maya Second 
Prize 

Maya Third 

Prize 

Isabella 

Room 

05 

First Prize 

 

Sam Second 
Prize 

Afsanah Third 

Prize 

Afsanah 

Room 

06 

First Prize 

 

Christian Second 
Prize 

Liam Third 

Prize 

Christian 

Room 

19 

First Prize 

 

Michael Second 
Prize 

Saim Third 

Prize 

Leon 

Room 

20 

First Prize 

 

Andy Second 
Prize 

Ariana Third 

Prize 

Mahdi 

Room  

09 

First Prize 

 

Dwayne Second 
Prize 

Rhyanna Third 

Prize 

Dwayne 

Room 

10 

First Prize 

 

Abbie Second 
Prize 

Kabir Third 

Prize 

Chloe 

Room 

11 

First Prize 

 

Muhamed Second 
Prize 

Ahmed Third 

Prize 

Destiny 

Room 

12 

First Prize 

 

Djaran Second 
Prize 

Djaran Third 

Prize 

Joana 

Room 

15 

First Prize 

 

Zayne Second 
Prize 

Zayne Third 

Prize 

Zayne 

Room 

17 

First Prize 

 

Perla Second 
Prize 

Alexander Third 

Prize 

Bell 

Room 

18 

First Prize 

 

Esra Second 
Prize 

Caner Third 

Prize 

Caner 

WINNER OF THE MAJOR EASTER HAMPER 

Congratulations! 
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2022 Easter Hamper Raffle 

Winners! 



 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, 

It’s been a great term, and I’m loving the resilience the kids have shown! I have some sad news; this will 

be my last term at Thomastown West Primary School.  

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to the whole community at Thomastown West Primary School. I’ve 

been so blessed to be journeying with the staff, parents and students here. I am going to miss everyone so 

much.  

While at Thomastown, I’ve enjoyed so many things like running Breakfast Club, going to camps and            

excursions and running lunchtime programs. I’ve especially enjoyed being with the students at recess and 

lunch, and will miss walking around with my followers of students and showing them my latest fidgets. 

If I could leave one bit of parting advice to the community of Thomastown West, it would be: 

 To always try to find joy and excitement in new situations and to be kind to yourself when things don’t 

always go your way.  

 

Thank you so much, it has really been a pleasure. 

Angelique Vardis 

 

 



Hello Everyone  

Play is an integral part of learning as it builds Imagination and creativity. It is a useful tool for kids as it helps 

in developing coping strategies and creative problem solving skills. We are lucky to have Play therapist visit 

our school once a week and have play support programs here at TWPS.  

The play therapist enables the children to explore and express their experiences which further helps the 

kids to learn healthy ways of communicating, increase resilience and facilitate emotional literacy.  

According to the research, Play therapy is an effective treatment for a variety of emotional and behavioural 

difficulties too.  

Play Therapy is found to be effective in schools due to following reasons: 

➢ Helps children and young people to build healthier relationships with teaching staff and peers 

➢ Reduces emotional, behavioural and social obstacles to learning 

➢ Improves adaptation in the classroom 

➢ Enhances communication and play skills as well as emotional literacy 

➢  Addresses the needs of at-risk children 

➢  Supports and advises teaching staff. 

➢ It is a familiar and safe environment for both children and their parents/carers 

➢ It provides consistency and reliability 

➢  School staff often have a unique perspective on children in their care and can identify difficulties and 

changes early on 

➢ School staff interact closely with children in their care and therefore can help modify their  

development, learning and behaviour. 

The play therapist in collaboration with the staff here at TWPS helped in delivering interactive sessions 

with the children which included a variety of different activities each week, For instance- Play maps,  

Nature based activities, Art smash,  Ball room activities and some activities based on fun, creativity and 

music.  

These different approaches helped the kids in: 

➢ Taking responsibilities for certain behaviours and develop successful strategies 

➢ Self-respect and empathy for others 

➢ Learning to share and take turns 

➢ Earning to fully experience and express feelings 

➢ Strong social skills 

➢ Encourage the use of language and improve fine and gross motor skills  

➢ Strong family relationships 

➢ Cultivate respect for thoughts and feelings of others 

➢ Acceptance of self and others 

We are excited and looking forward to carry forward this program in Term 2 and make learning fun  

together. 

Ms Gurleen Gogia (Ms G.) 

Student welfare Officer 



 

at TWPS 



Term 1  Week 11  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 78% 67% Room 9 86% 82% 

Room 3 82% 75% Room 10 85% 83% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 75% 52% 

Room 5 79% 90% Room 12 74% 82% 

Room  6 83% 88% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 80% 76% Room 15 93% 52% 

Room 20 88% 92% Room 17 89% 77% 

      Room 18 84% 77% 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:



 

Congratulations to  

Room 9 with  

762 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  

of   Term 1 

Week 11 

Prep Amaneet 

11 Dojos 

Grade 

1/2 

Ain 

20 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Asraa 

41 Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

Dylan & Baneen 

10 Dojos 

Top  

earner across 

the  school! 

Asraa 

41 Dojos 



                               

   Principal’s Award 



 

Lalor District Athletics Carnival! 
Congratulations to all students who participated in the Lalor District  

Athletics Carnival. Everyone performed to the best of their ability and we all had 

a great day in the sunshine. A special mention to Mary, Marsela, Waverly and  

Exayvion who come first or second in their event. They will go on to represent 

the school at the regional finals in September. 

 

 





TWPS Artist Awards 
For being a part of the Thomastown Neighbourhood House  

“Promisetown Colouring Project” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some beaming artists received their prizes for outstanding work in the colouring competition organised 

by Mrs Liz Skitch, coordinator of the Thomastown Neighbourhood House.   

Congratulations:- 

➢ Grade 2 students – Yousef, Sam A.,Mariam, Alexander A., Liam, Haneen, Imran,  

Kreon, Sam S., Leslie, Otto and Suyana. 

➢ Grade 3 students – Philo, Moayad, Cruze, Fatima, Cyrus, Blake, Mireille, Chloe, Mae, 

Martin, Mohammed M. 

 

A very BIG “Thankyou” to Mrs Skitch for supporting our TWPS artists! 

Prizes were generously donated by Thomastown Bunnings. 



Thomastown West Community Hub are hosting another  
COVID-19 vaccination Pop-Up Clinic on Wednesday 18th May 2022. 



CITY OF WHITTLESEA  

COVID-19 VACCINATION  

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY POP-UPs 
 

 

       

 

VENUE DATE VAX TIMES 

Lalor Library Wed 13th April 3-7pm 

Lalor Library Wed 20th April 3-7pm  

Lalor Library Sat 23rd April 10am-4pm 

Thomastown Library Thurs 14th April 10am – 4pm 

Thomastown Library Thurs 21st April 3pm - 8pm 

Mill Park Library Mon 11th & Tues 12th April 10am – 4pm 

Mill Park Library Thurs 21st April 3pm – 8pm 

Whittlesea Library Wed 13th April 10am – 4pm 



FRIENDLY REMINDER: ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR HATS AT PLAY TIMES 





 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 







 

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING HOURS 



 









What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  




