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From the Assistant Principal  
Curiosity Hour 

Wow! What an amazing turnout we had for our 
Curiosity Hour presentations today. All of our 

students have worked so diligently on their projects, 

and with weeks of presentation preparation, we can 
see their hard work has truly paid off. Having parents/

carers onsite to share our joy of learning and curiosity  

has been the cherry on top! It is certainly true that 

when parents/carers attend these special events, they 

send their child the message that education and 

learning is important and valued. As it absolutely 

should be.  
 

Chess with Mrs Young 

Anyone that 

knows Mrs 

Young 
knows that 

her strategic 

thinking and 

problem 

solving skills 

are 

remarkable! 
Well this week, Molly and Maria were spotted 

teaching Mrs Young a thing or two about chess! What 

a way to have some fun in the sun! 
 

Swimming 

A friendly reminder that all volunteers at schooling 
events are required to have a working with children's 

check. Applications for those volunteering are free 

and can be accessed online at the following site.  
 

https://www.service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children/ 

 

Here is a reminder of the swimming times for each 
grade: 

 

 

Mon 24 Oct Prep, 1/2 and 3/4 Swimming Program 

Mon 24 Oct 
Student Support Group meetings  
(Week 4 - Week 8) 

Mon 31 Oct 
REPORT WRITING DAY 
Students do not attend school 

Tue 1 Nov 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

Mon 
  7 Nov 
14 Nov 
21 Nov 

Prep, 1/2 and 3/4 Swimming Program 

Thurs 20 Oct 5/6 Cricket training 3:15-4:15pm 

Fri 4 Nov Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Tue 8 Nov Prep 2023 Orientation Session 1: 9am 

Tue 15 Nov 
Prep 2023 Orientation Session 2: 9am 
School Council 6:30pm at TWPS  

Thurs 27 Oct 5/6 Cricket training 3:15-4:15pm 

Fri 18 Nov Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Tue 22 Nov Prep 2023 Orientation Session 3: 9am 

Thurs 03 Nov 5/6 Cricket training 3:15-4:15pm 

Fri 25 Nov 
Grade 1 Dinner 
Grade 2 Sleepover  

Thurs 01 Dec 
Writers Festival 
2:30pm Parents and Carers invited to view 
your child’s writing work. 

Fri 2 Dec Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Mon 5 Dec Prep, 1/2 and 3/4 Swimming Program 

Fri 9 Dec 
Billy Cart Race 
2:30pm Parents and Carers welcome 

Tue 13 Dec 
2023’s Year 7 Orientation Day 
School Council 6:30pm at TWPS  

Wed 14 Dec Grade 5/6 FUNFIELDS Excursion 

Thurs 15 Dec  
TWPS instrumental groups performances  
11:30am Parents and Carers welcome 

Fri 16 Dec  
Student Semester 2 Reports available 
Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Mon 19 Dec Grade 6 Graduation 

Tue 20 Dec 
Last Day of Term 4 2022 
Whole School Assembly 12.00pm 
School Finishes at 1.15pm  

Grade/Room Time  

Grade Prep - Rm 2 & 3 9:30am—10:15am 

Grade 1/2 - Rm 5 & 6 10:15am—11:00am 

Grade 1/2 - Rm 19 & 20 11:00am—11:45am 

Grade 3/4  -  Rm 10 & 11 11:45am—12:30pm 

Grade 3/4  -  Room 9 & 12 12:30pm—1:15pm 
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Uniform  

Wearing a school uniform fosters pride in our school, 
assists 

supervision and 

safety on visits 

out of the school 
and unifies 

students from 

various social 

backgrounds 
into a cohesive 

school unit. If you need to purchase uniform 

supplies, the school uniform shop is located at 

Thomastown Secondary College and is open for 
sales every second Tuesday afternoon between 

1:00pm and 4:00pm. 

Did you know, online orders can be placed via the 
Beleza website and picked up from the school office.  
 

http://store.beleza.com.au/286-thomastown-west-primary-school 

  

Prep Information Session 
On Tuesday night our Prep teachers ran an 

information session for our new families attending 

TWPS in 2023. Our Prep team is dedicated to 
ensuring that every child 

commencing their learning 

journey at TWPS is prepared 

for success at school. Do 
you know of a family that is 

either beginning Prep or 

moving to our wonderful 

school next year? It’s not 
too late! Please remind 

them to enrol at our office today.  
 

 

Maths Online Interview (MOI) 

Our teachers have begun the process of getting 

organised for their MOI testing. The MOI is an online 

tool for assessing the mathematical knowledge of 
students in the early years of schooling and of ‘at 

risk’ students in the middle and upper primary years. 

The interview is one-to-one between a teacher and 
student. At TWPS, we recognise that having up-to-

date, accurate student 

data means that our 

teachers are better able to 
target their teaching to 

your child’s individual 

learning needs. This also 

supports accurate reporting to parents. Semester 2 
reports will be released later this term!  

 

 

Tutors @TWPS 
In 2021, the Victorian Government invested an 
additional $230 million of funding to extend the Tutor 
Learning Initiative for this year. At TWPS, Nick Climo, 
Penny Koullinos and Najah Halabi have worked 
extremely hard to provide our students with targeted 
learning support. Thank you hugely to Nick, Penny and 
Najah for the impact you have made to our students in 
need. 

  

 

 
 

Curriculum Achievement 
 

 

This year, Thomastown West P.S. has been well on 
track to achieving our targets set out in our Annual 
Implementation Plan. We have dedicated significant 
time and resources towards our English curriculum, 
particularly Reading and Viewing. Our English team 
has worked closely with our DET Teaching Partners to 
evaluate our current practices and set ambitious 
targets. Professional learning provided to staff has 
given them the tools to make adjustments to their 
teaching and assessment practices and the feedback 
has been overwhelmingly positive. The achievements 
and success stories of our students is testament to our 
teachers and leaders of having high expectations of 
themselves and striving to be their best. We are proud 
to continue to grow, evolve and provide our students 
with 21st century learning opportunities.  

Absenteeism 
Just a friendly reminder that all absences should be 

reported to classroom teachers via Compass or 

phoning the school office. We understand that, on 

occasion, your child may be ill or a family emergency 
may prevent your child from attending school. 

However, there are only a handful of reasons why it 

would be ‘okay to be away’. Remember… every day 

(of learning) counts!  
 

Vanesa Trpcevski 
Acting Assistant Principal  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curiosity Hour 
 

More pictures coming next week! 

with our Grade Preps 



Prep 2023 Transition Program 

Thomastown West 

Primary School 



Steven  2 For neatly writing a fantastic recount about swimming.  

Ali S 3 For interesting factual writing about the “cow”  

Ella 5 For being responsible   

Jasmine  6 For always striving to be her best with a smile.  

Michael  19 For coming to school ready to learn.  

Arham  20 For respectfully listening and contributing to class discussions.  

Fatima  09 
For being a responsible learner, always making valuable contributions and  
asking great questions during class group time.  

 Dion  10 For practising his reading everyday and moving reading levels as a result.  

Cassandra  11 For striving to do your best when completing  your ‘Curiosity Project’. You answered 
all  

Istbrq  12 For striving to do your best when completing  your ‘Curiosity Project’.  You had so 
much  fun while working on it and it was pleasing to watch.  

Zayne 15 For demonstrating empathy towards others and being a kind and caring friend.  

Rueben  17 
For outstanding analysis and mature interpretation of the text during reading and for 
respectful and responsible behaviour during instructional time.  

Sala   STEM: For being enthusiastic and responsible during our STEM incursion about  

Billycarts.  

Boutros   PE: For working really hard to be a good role model to his peers.  

Liban   ART: For being a responsible and hard-working Art student!  

Alie S   WELLBEING: For being a very responsible and caring buddy to a new Prep student.  

Stars of the Week 
Term 4 - Week 3 



Stars of the Week 
Term 4 - Week 3 





 



Hello Everyone , 

 
 

In this newsletter, we will discuss some advantages of physical activity for children. As we 
know, Children love to play and be active. To benefit their health, children over 5 years of 
age should be physically active for at least 60 minutes every day. It doesn’t have to be a 
structured sport – anything that gets them up and moving will do. 

 

Living an active lifestyle 

About 4 out of 5 children in Australia don't get the daily 60 minutes of physical activity they need for 
good health. Encouraging your child to be physically active every day will set them up to be active and 
healthy for their whole lives. 

 

The challenge is to encourage children to sit less and to move more. 

 Sit less 
Australian children are spending more time than ever before sitting or lying down (known as sedentary 
behaviour), often because they’re using electronic media. Even if your child is active and does a lot of 
sport, they will still benefit from sitting less. 

All children spend time sitting at school, doing homework and reading. But it’s important to strike a bal-
ance and to find more opportunities for them to move. 

The Australian Government recommends that children should spend no more than 1 hour a day in front 
of a screen. No Screen time at all is recommended for children under 5 years of age. 

Children aged 5 to 12 should spend no more than 2 hours a day in front of a screen for entertainment, 
including television, seated electronic games, portable electronic devices or computers. 

 Move more 
At least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity is proven essential for children every day. 
That includes fast walking, riding a bike or scooter, playing, running and doing organised sports. There 
should be a mix of activities that make them puff and activities that are good for their bones, like climbing 
on monkey bars, gymnastics, dance, running, skipping and jumping. 

The 60 minutes doesn’t have to be done all in one go. You can build it up so your child accumulates the 
physical activity over the day. 

 Health benefits of exercise 
Exercise can be anything that makes children's breathing faster and their heart beat quicker. Sitting less 
and exercising for 60 minutes a day (not necessarily all in one go) has many health benefits for children: 



• They will develop healthy bones, muscles and joints. 

• They will develop healthy heart and lungs. 
• Their coordination, strength and muscle control will improve. 

• They will maintain a healthy body weight. 
• Their body will become more flexible. 

• Their balance and posture will improve. 
• Their brain will develop vital connections, leading to improved concentration and thinking skills. 
They are less likely to develop chronic diseases. 
 

 Tips for encouraging physical activity 
 

• Choose activities your child likes and that are fun. 

• Make sure there's lots of variety and your child tries different things. 
• Build physical activity into your child's day – for example, by walking to school, washing the car or     
helping in the garden. 
• Reward your child with an activity like a visit to the park rather than with screen time. 

• Praise and encourage your child. 
Be active yourself and involve the whole family. 

 

 

Gurleen Gogia (Ms G.) 

Student Welfare Officer 

 

Top Dojo Earners  
Term 4  Week 3 

Congratulations to  Room 18 with 202 Dojo Points  
 

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

Prep 
Grace 

2 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Desmond B 

11 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Zam Zam 

13 Dojo Points 

Grade 5/6 
Madeline 

14 Dojo Points 

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
 

Dojo Points 



Term 4  Week 3  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week  This Week Year 3/4 Last Week  This Week 

Room 2 61% 60% Room 9 72% 80% 

Room 3 81% 71% Room 10 90% 93% 
Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 79% 93% 

Room 5 88% 81% Room 12 84% 90% 

Room  6 90% 81% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 66% 85% Room 15 88% 91% 

Room 20 81% 80% Room 17 88% 90% 

      Room 18 84% 84% 

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 
There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 

school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:  

Your child will find it very difficult to 
make progress. The school may take 

further action to support 
 improved attendance. 



TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 
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      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

   Congratulations 

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 4 Week 3 is 

Room  10 & Room 11 
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PROGRAMS BEGIN TERM 4 WEEK 2 



Thomastown West Primary School 

loves our  NEW After School Care provider   

KidsCo. 



 
 Lunch orders will not be available until further notice. 

Apologies for the inconvenience. 



 Lunch orders will not be available until further notice. 

Apologies for the inconvenience. 





What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  




