
Tue 08 Mar 
Brainstorm Production  
FREE Wellbeing Incursion 

Mon 14 Mar Labour day (Public Holiday) 

Tue 15 Mar 
Curriculum Day    
(Students do not attend School) 

Fri 18 Mar FACEBOOK LIVE Assembly 2:35pm 

Thu 24 Mar GRIP Leadership Conference  

Mon 28 Mar Gr 5/6 Incursion 

Wed 06 Apr 

Parent Teacher  ZOOM  Conferences 
(Students do not attend school but are 
expected to join the ZOOM conference 
with their Parent or Carer). 

Fri 08 Apr 
Last Day Term 1  
(Students dismissed at 1.15pm) 

Tue 26 Apr Term 2 Begins 

Tue 17 May 
Curriculum Day    
(Students do not attend School) 

School Council Update 
Nominations have now officially closed and I am delighted 
to introduced you to the 2022 Thomastown West Primary 
School Council. I’d like to also wish a warm  welcome to the 
new members who will join our existing School Council 

team.  
 

Returning Parent Members New Parent Members 
Paul Johanson   Liz Skitch 
Pina Ioffrida         Mine Alibas             

Rebecca Edgell    Biljana Sokolevski 
Lena Lazorovska   Mile Sokolevski   

 

Our School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 29th 
March at 6:30pm. This includes our Annual General    
Public Meeting 6:30pm at TWPS. Guests are most 
welcome! A Zoom link will be made available. 
 

Student Support Group Meetings 
FRIENDLY REMINDER: Student Support Group meetings have 
been scheduled for the next three weeks. If you cannot 
attend, please contact Miss T to discuss a change of time.  
 
 
 
 

Child Safe Standards 
Child Safe Standards across all schools, are a part of the 
Victorian Government’s response to the recommendations 

of the 2012 Betrayal of Trust Report, which found that 
more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse. 
The Child Safe Standards set out to create safe places for 
children to fully and actively participate in the life of the 

community benefiting everyone. Thomastown West 

Primary School will ensure that the children in its care are 
protected to the best of its ability and in line with the 

compulsory Child Safe Standards. School Council has 

endorsed a range of policies and procedures that comply 
with the Child Safe Standards requirements. The 7 Child 

Safe Standards that have been implemented are:  

1. Strategies to embed a culture of child safety, through     

effective leadership measures.  
2. A Child Safe Policy. 

3. A Code of Conduct establishing clear expectations for              
appropriate behaviour with children.  

4. Screening, supervision, training and other resource 
practices that reduce the risk of child abuse by new and 
existing personnel.  

5. Processes for responding to and reporting suspected 

child abuse.  
6. Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child 

abuse.  
7. Strategies to promote the participation and 

empowerment of children Our Child Safe Policy can be 
found on our TWPS website, for your information:  

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/101 

2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     
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From the Principal 
 

Celebrating our improved student attendance! 
Congratulations to all of the students and families who 
have consistently demonstrated their personal                  
responsibility by attending school every day and arriving to 

school on time. Term 1 of the school year is very  
important as it establishes the foundation for the rest of 
the school year. It is a time when teachers are establishing 
routines in our learning spaces and students are building 

positive relationships with their teachers and peers.  
 

On Monday 28th of February, we celebrated our improved 

student attendance with a disco and free dress day. At 
lunch, students were provided with some groovy tunes. A 

big thank you to the fabulous DJ Rosa for his role in making 
the disco a big hit! 
 

Student Leadership Update 
This week students have been busily applying for SRC, Stu-

dent Voice and Class Captain student leader positions. We 
look forward to announcing the successful applicants in 
next week’s newsletter. 
 

REMINDER: We will be presenting these young leaders at a 

Facebook Live whole school assembly in Week 8, Friday 

18th March 2022. Each leader may invite 1 parent to watch 
the badge presentation at TWPS. We invite all members of 
our community to attend and celebrate with us online.  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Parent Teacher Student  ZOOM Conferences 
It is with great excitement and enthusiasm that we                   
announce that we will have ZOOM parent, teacher,  
student conferences on Wednesday 6th April. On this day, 
students will attend the ZOOM with their parent or carer 

for the duration of their conference. This will count as your 
child’s/ren’s attendance for the day. Bookings will open 
online  soon.  
 

Rapid Antigen Tests  
Each child is strongly encouraged to take two tests at home 
per week. Ideally the tests would be done on a Sunday 
night/Monday morning and then a Wednesday night/
Thursday morning. This monitoring will assist with tracking 

and controlling COVID. If your child tests positive please 
alert the school so we can alert the class/es that there has 
been a positive case, and mark their absence accordingly. 
Our third delivery of tests arrived yesterday and can be 

collected from the school office.  
 

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY (8th March) 

TO ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD.   
International Women's Day is a global day celebrating the 
social, economic, cultural and political achievements of 
women. International Women's Day is one of the most 

important days of the year to: 

✓ celebrate women's achievements 

✓ raise awareness about women's equality 

The International Women's Day 2022 campaign theme 
of #BreakTheBias is a call-to-action for driving gender     

balance across the world. Imagine a gender equal world. 

Together, we can all break the bias - on International 
Women's Day and beyond. 
 

UPDATED OPERATIONAL COVID-SAFE ADVICE  
It remains ‘steady as we go’ in terms of the easing of 

restrictions in our school setting. Masks continue to be 
mandatory inside school buildings for all Grade 3 to 6 
students and staff. The arrangements with regards drop 
offs in the morning and pick ups have been working well. 

We have are managing to have a few onsite incursions.  
When we commence our parent helpers program (to be 
advised) it is important to note that the third dose 
vaccination requirements will apply to all helpers, with that 

third dose due by March 25. 
 

Curriculum Day 
A continued reminder that Tuesday 15th March is a 
student free day and there will be no school for students 

on that day. Teachers will be using that day to 
collaboratively plan teaching and learning for Term 2. 
 

A Morning with Room 3 
At the North Eastern Melbourne Area Principal meeting on 
Wednesday, it was confirmed that there are many schools 

in the Whittlesea Network who are experiencing staffing 
issues. Thomastown West PS is still trying to appoint a 
Tutor and a classroom teacher for Room 20 for the 
remainder of the year. The good news is that Miss Erin Toft, 

the fabulous casual relief teacher who has been 
teaching Room 20 will remain in Room 20 until the end 

of Term 1. We are pleased that she will competently 
maintain the continuity of  Room 20 children's learning 
and wellbeing.  
 

What does this have to do with Room 3? 
Unfortunately, a casual teacher was unavailable today 

and our Prep team were due to have their PLC 
(Professional Learning Community). These meetings are 
incredibly valuable as they prioritise time for teachers to 
analyse student learning data to inform their teaching 

strategies and content. This term’s focus for each of our 
PLC’s is: READING. Without a casual teacher to cover 
Room 3 for an hour during the teachers’ PLC, I happily 
agreed to step in! What a thrill it was to be back in the 

classroom and away from my computer completing 
Principal administrative tasks. Thank you Room 3 Prep 

students for (looking after me) having me! I know that 
the Prep children have only been at school for 20 days 

but their parents and carers should be very proud of the 
manner in which they already live our school values. 
 

 

Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters, Teachers 
Make a   Difference & Every Day of Learning Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 

Principal 



TWPS is still using COMPASS to send you whole 

school messages but Class Dojo allows  TWPS to 
easily contact individual Parents and Carers. With 

Class Dojo, Parents and Carers can reply. ☺ Just 

remember, teachers are teaching during the day.   

If it is urgent or important please email or phone 
the school: 9465 4317.  Please CONNECT ASAP! 
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Term 1 - Week 6 

Amaanat  2 For being a good listener,  following instructions carefully and always trying her best. 

Maya 3 For showing empathy towards her friends by helping them in the classroom. 

Teah 5 For striving to do her best in Maths and when reading aloud in our Reading groups.  

Lily 6 For expanding 3 digit numbers and explaining their place value. 

Ridha 

 
 

Desmond.B 

19 

.For striving to do his best in Mathematics. Fantastic effort at expanding 2-digit numbers and 

reading numbers in the thousands. 
 
 
Welcome to TWPS. We’re so excited to have you as a member of our room 19 learning  
community. 

Arham 20 For being respectful towards his peers and teacher in the classroom. 

Amer Hussein 
Muse  

 

Issam  

10 

Welcome to TWPS. We are so happy to have you as a member our room 10 learning  
community. 

 

For showing responsibility when taking on the challenges of writing and absolutely nailing  
your Sudden Shift paragraph.  

Dalat 11 For her positivity and enthusiasm  and always striving to be her best.  

Harraz  
 
 

Elena 

12 

Welcome to TWPS. We are so happy to have you as a member of room 12 learning community. 

 
For showing respect when listening and always staying on task during learning time. 

Arrina  15 
For living by the school values in all that she does and displaying a positive attitude towards 
learning.  

Waverly 17 For being an active participant in all class activities and taking on teacher feedback  

Alaeddin 18 
For demonstrating resilience and having the growth mindset to present his speech with his 

classmates.  

Robbie  STEM: For using amazing descriptive words during his science lesson.  

Destiny   Art: For always ‘Striving to be her best’ in Art.  Congratulations Destiny on your wonderful 

Romero Britto design!  

Stars of the Week 



Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 6 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello everyone!  
 

Living On The Autism Spectrum  # Part 1 
Through the eyes of an eleven year old autistic student 

 
 
 
In this newsletter, I would like to share with you information about Autism through the eyes 
and lived experience of an eleven-year-old autistic boy. The following information was 
gathered and shared with his class to increase their awareness of Autism. 

 
What is Autism? 
Autism, or Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC), is a 
neurological condition characterised by challenges with 
communication, socialisation and repetitive behaviours. It is 
called a Spectrum because each Autistic person experiences 
Autism differently. Although Autism is often referred to as 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), it is NOT A DISORDER, we 
are just neurodiverse. In Australia, the Autistic Community 
call it a condition or just Autism. 
 
 

What are the Traits of Autism? 
Social Communication 

 
Having challenges with social communication means Autistic people lack social awareness. 
This means we miss social cues such as facial expressions and body language. For example, 
when we are talking to other people about something we are really interested in but they 
aren’t, we don’t realise we should stop talking or change topics, so we just keep talking until 
they walk away. It hurts when people walk away. I wish people would just tell us to stop or 
change topics.  

Autistic people also often have trouble developing and keeping friends because we find 
starting and  maintaining conversations hard. We also have trouble understanding and 
responding appropriately in social interactions. For example, one day a teacher who was with 
me in the school's chicken coop, screamed and told me she was scared of chickens but I 
thought she was joking, so I laughed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Repetitive patterns of behaviour 
 

Autistic people often use repetitive movements (stims), speech or make patterns with 

objects to calm themselves down. We also like routines and get very anxious if our 

routines are changed. For example, I get anxious if my teacher is away or if my routine 

changes because of special activity days (e.g. free dress or icy pole days) or excursions 

and camps. Some autistic people also have special interests and will talk about them 

for a long time and when they meet someone else they start saying the same infor-

mation all over again. I love to talk about coding and animating.  

*Young autistic children often enjoy lining up their toys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sensory Processing Difficulties  

Although sensory processing is not one of the traits for being diagnosed with Autism, 

most  

Autistic people are either hypersensitive (over sensitive) or hyposensitive (under sen-

sitive) or a mix of the two. For example loud noises hurt my ears, I can smell smells 

that other people can’t smell and I don’t like the feeling of slimy or mushy food. How-

ever I don’t feel the cold and I don’t feel pain unless I’m really hurt. It is important for 

other people to know about sensory processing because we may over or under react 

sometimes. For example if a noise is too loud for us, we might cover our ears or run 

away, or if lights are too bright we might hide our face or crawl under a table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 1  Week 6 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

 

 

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 87% 77% Room 9 78% 82% 

Room 3 70% 76% Room 10 82% 84% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 67% 81% 

Room 5 72% 82% Room 12 77% 80% 

Room  6 88% 87% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 86% 90% Room 15 56% 83% 

Room 20 79% 80% Room 17 46% 90% 
      Room 18 46% 87% 



 

Congratulations to  

Room19 with  

234 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Week 6 

Term 1 

 

Prep Julian 

6  Dojos 

Grade 

1/2 

Ayden 

20  Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

 Aala 

15 Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

Exayvion 

18 Dojos 

Top  

earner across 

the  school! 

Ayden 

20 Dojos 





FRIENDLY REMINDER: ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR HATS FROM MONDAY. 







 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 









 

OUR UNIFORM SHOP 

 



 

Rapid antigen test packs  

will be sent home MONDAY afternoon. 









What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  




