
Spotlight on Learning 

This term, students in grades 3 and 4 have been learning 

about Migra�on to Australia.  They have been involved in 

a unit of inquiry �tled, ‘How the story of migra�on      

contributed to     Australia’s story.’ Students were        

presented with the following ques�ons: 

• Why do people leave their homeland to come to      

Australia? 

• Where have our families originally come from?  

• What difficul�es do people face when they move 

from one place to another? How do they           

overcome these difficul�es?  

• What aspects of their culture do migrants bring 

with them?  

Students have explored cultural origins, family  

histories and the richness of diversity. They have  

inquired into why people migrate and effects of            

migra�on on people and society.  

 

To support authen�c learning in this unit of inquiry they 

have been lucky enough to borrow the Travelling  

Suitcase from Melbourne Museum. The suitcase contains 

many different and original artefacts from migrants to          

Australia. It is amazing to see the students’ faces when 

they see real, historical objects like this.  It is a rare      

opportunity to get hands-on with artefacts that are so 

old and for students to see how these objects tell stories 

of the Australian migrants.  
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Thomastown West  Primary School Thomastown West  Primary School Thomastown West  Primary School Thomastown West  Primary School     

NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER    
98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074 – Ph: 9465 4317  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Website: www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

11 Sep Athle�cs  District  Final 

18 Sep School Council mee�ng 

19 Sep Footy day ( Pie Lunch and Footy parade) 

21 Sep Whole School Concert  (7pm Start) 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
 
It seems there is always something interes�ng happen-

ing at Thomastown West! 

 

Today we had Pyjama Day at school.  It was so funny to 

see the students, teachers and educa�on support staff in 

their PJs, onesies, dressings gowns and slippers in the  

middle of the day.    I think the students also shared a 

few laughs when they saw the teachers in their PJs too!  

I know I certainly heard a few whispers and giggles      

accompanied by, “Look at Mrs Wright!” 

 

This event was organised by the Student Representa�ve 

Council who are our elected student leaders.  They are 

learning so much about leadership and responsibility by 

having the opportunity to represent their peers on the 

SRC.  The SRC decided that they would like to raise funds 

for those who are less fortunate.  They organised Pyjama 

Day and encouraged all the Thomastown West students 

to come to school on Friday wearing their PJs and        

donate a gold coin.   The day has raised $340 and the 

SRC will organise for those funds to go to the World    

Vision aid organisa�on that supports poor communi�es 

within Asia with emergency aid and grassroots            

programs.  Our students today demonstrated empathy 

that is one of school values, by suppor�ng the            

fundraising day so well and each one of them received a 

free beanie! 

What a great job the SRC did and well done to all our  

students who displayed our school values and had fun at 

the same �me! 
 

There are more photos from the Pyjama Day on page   3. 

 



More artefacts from inside the Travelling Suitcase 

Get to Know 

TWPS Staff 
Name: Mrs Selma Raif 

How long have you worked at 

TWPS?   

I have worked for here for many 

years and I’ve had a few different roles. I also used 

to teach in grades 5 and 6 before becoming the PE 

teacher.    

What do you do at TWPS? 

I am a Specialist teacher at Thomastown West Prima-

ry School. I also organise all the sporting events for 

the school and the camps. I usually go on most of the 

camps, which I really enjoy, as I love to see the stu-

dents develop independence.  As well as these 

roles, I have just taken over First Aid Coordination 

too! 

What do you love most about TWPS? 

I really enjoy coming to work with great staff who 

feel like family and of course, the students! 

Four Favourites…. 

Food: Pasta 

TV Show or Film: I’m really into Game of Thrones at 

the moment and can’t wait for the latest series. 

Sporting Team: Collingwood 

Music: R and B 

What’s your hidden talent? 

I’m double-jointed and very flexible. 

Who would you invite to dinner? 

It would have to be Eddie Maguire so we can chat 

football and all things Collingwood over pasta.  I 

could give him a few tips on how to improve the 

play . 

Planning for 2018  

Just a reminder….Just a reminder….Just a reminder….Just a reminder….    

Work on the 2018 grade placements is about to get        

underway. If you have any concerns or important           

informa�on regarding your child’s grade placement 

for 2018 please put these in wri�ng and address 

the envelope, marked confiden�al, to Sandi Young 

by FRIDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER.  

Students will be given an opportunity in class to 

make a short list of students they would like to be 

with. We guarantee children one of the students on 

their list unless there are extenua�ng  

circumstances. These circumstances would then be 

discussed with their     parents or carers. Requests 

can only be in rela�on to   student friendships. 

Teacher requests will not be  considered.  

It is important for us to have accurate enrolment       

numbers for children a�ending our school in 2018 

so that the best possible class structures and class 

sizes can be organised. As always, our children, 

their learning and development, will remain our top 

priori�es. We understand that some families are 

moving houses and there may be schools that are 

closer to your new     address. We will happily sup-

port your child and their transi�on to a new school. 

Please contact us to let us know if your child/

children will not be aMending TWPS in 2018. Thank 

you to those families who have already done so.  





Room 1 Charles  Room 20 Ali 

Room 4 Mary    

Room 5 Jonathan    

Room 6 Vae    

Room 9 Zen    

Room 11 Heiba    

Room 12 William    

Room 16 Shayla    

Room 18 David    

Room 19 Dakota    

     

Stars of the Week 

Term 3 Week 8 



 Hi Everyone!  

“You don’t have any friends!”   

“Yes I do.”  “No you don’t”. 

This is an exchange I witnessed       

between two students this week.  I gently             

reminded the student who made the first comment 

that WE ACTUALLY CALL THAT BULLYING.   

He looked embarrassed when he realised I had 

heard the exchange, and he agreed that it was  

bullying.  It would have been good if he had          

voluntarily apologised to the other student!  

Hmmmm…. Was he showing empathy or respect?  

Was he aware of how his comments made the    

other student feel? 

EMPATHY is one of our school      

values, but I believe it is a LIFE value which should 

underpin all rela&onships – child to child, child to 

parent, parent to child, student to teacher, teacher 

to child, PERSON TO PERSON. 

 

How Do Children Learn Empathy? 

A few sugges&ons we can all use: 

1.Teach them about emo9ons.   Kids can’t             

empathize with what others are feeling if they don’t 

know how to put words to their own emo�ons. As 

your child goes through his day, point out which 

emo�ons you see him feel, and also which ones 

you’re feeling. 

 

2. Read and watch TV together. Even the simplest 

board book will have characters that your child can 

learn to empathise with. Discuss what characters are 

feeling as the story progresses.  This can also be 

done while watching films together. 

 

3. A;er conflicts, discuss what everyone was       

feeling.  While your child is hiPng his sibling is not 

the �me to discuss feelings.  But when the children 

are separated and have calmed down, it is a great 

�me to go back and talk about what each child was 

feeling. 

 

4. Let them see you resolve conflicts in your own 

life.  If kids never see conflict resolu�on in a             

rela�onship, they will be unlikely to be able to       

resolve conflicts in their own later rela�onships.  

5. Speak for those who can’t speak for            

themselves.  Children frequently exhibit empathy 

toward babies.  To make the most of this           

phenomenon, make sure to discuss and wonder 

aloud with your child about what babies (and 

pets) may be feeling.  Example: “Baby Mike looks 

upset.  What do you think is wrong?  Do you think 

he is hungry or �red?”  or “Laila is sniffing                

Grandma a lot.  Is she trying to make friends?” 

 

6. Model respect for those who seem different.   

Children are naturally fascinated by those who are 

different. If a child is curious about someone with 

a disability, don’t just shush them.  Make friends 

with the person and allow your child to see that 

this person is more similar to him than              

different.  OSen, the person will explain his        

disability to your child, if your child is prompted to 

ask respecTul ques�ons, which is how my         

children were taught about wheelchairs.   

 

Mrs. Fil Raif recently told me that some of her 

students have been reading a book &tled, 

‘Wonder’ which is a beau&ful example of this! 

These are some liMle �ps to help your child reach 

her poten�al to be empathic and kind.   Let’s work 

together and help our students be the best they 

can be! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robyn Mulholland  

                  (Student Well-being) 



         AFTER CARE NEWS 
This week we celebrated Na�onal Child Protec�on Week.  We spoke to the children about 

how they have the right to feel safe, supported and happy at all �mes. 

We also asked the children to finish this sentence… 

’I like it when _______ listens to me.’  The answers varied from their friends, everyone, 

parents and their teachers.   

 

 Photo Gallery 

   

      

Parent Informa9on 

OSHC program phone:   0407 372 056 

Coordinator:    Desiree Bustos 

Assistant:  Carmen Bellofiore 

Program email:  thomastownwest@oshclub.com.au  

OSHClub Head Office: 03 8564 9000  

 

Regards, TWPS OSHClub Staff 



TWPS  will be holding our annual Footy day on  

Tuesday September 19.   

Students are encouraged to come in their  favourite footy team 
clothes and accessories. There will be a special  footy day lunch of a 
meat or chicken and vegetable pie with a drink for $7.00, all orders 
need to be back buy the 15th of September.                  
NO late orders will be taken.    

The fundraising committee thank you for your continuous support . 

Cer9ficate III in Educa9on Support (Teacher's Aide) -CHC30213 - October 2017 

This qualifica9on will give you the skills and knowledge to provide assistance and        

support to teachers and students in a range of educa9onal seGngs. This includes early 

childhood educa9on, as well as Primary, Secondary and Special schools. 

Graduates work as educa&on assistants/teacher aides and support workers (working 

with children with disabili&es) 

Loca�on: Merrilands Community Centre, Reservoir 

Days & Times: Monday—Starts 16th October 2017, 9.15am —3.15pm 

Dura�on: 24 sessions , 2 workshops + 100 hour prac�cal placement. (Excludes Public & 

School Holidays) 

Cost: Concession: $180, Full: $900, Fee For Service—Conc.: $2,685 (limited places) +       

Service & Ameni�es Fee 

 Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our website: www.prace.vic.edu.au 




