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It’s been a very busy week across the school with 

many activities happening.   

There have been a lot of excursions this week and 

all reports are that students had a wonderful 

experience and were exceptionally well behaved.  

We managed to pick days without rain and even 

some sunshine which was a blessing. 

School Photos 

Last Tuesday we had the School Photos and we are 

awaiting the photos to come back.  If you are not 

happy with the photos or have any issues, you can 

contact the company directly. 

If you wish to purchase more photos or you didn’t 

get payments in on time, you can still examine 

samples and pay online.   

For more information contact: Elite School 

Photography 95709311 or 

www.eliteschoolphotography.com.au 

New Staff 

This week I have appointed Ms Kimberly Garro to 

replace Mrs. Bartholomew in Room 5.  Mrs. 

Bartholomew had to leave us earlier than expected 

in the anticipation of the birth of her second child.  

It has been quite a process but I believe Ms Garro 

will be a terrific asset to our school and will 

continue the great work with Mrs. Orsillo.  Ms. 

Garro will be working on Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday and Mrs. Orsillo will work Thursday 

and Friday. 

There will be a couple more staffing changes this 

term.  It is very unusual that we have so many staff 

changes throughout the year but sometimes it just 

happens. 

Office area 

We always welcome families to come to the office 

as the first contact with our school.  We do ask 

visitors to please treat our office staff and the area 

with respect.   We also ask all of our community to 

respect the noise level in our office area as the 

office ladies have important conversations with 

staff, children and other parents.  

Ramadan 

I have had a number of conversations with families 

who are celebrating Ramadan at the moment.  We 

will try to respect the various cultures of our 

community but we also want our children to attend 

school and have the best opportunities to learn.  If 

your child does feel unwell due to fasting, they can 

come to the office and we are happy to contact 

parents for further advice.   If you have any 

concerns, please feel free to speak to me. 

Don’t forget that Monday June13th is the Queen’s 

Birthday Holiday.  School will be closed that day 

Enjoy the long weekend 

Leon Bell 
Principal 
Twitter: @twps4999 

“Life begins at the end of your comfort zone”- 

Anon 
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It is not OK to be away…or to be late to school! 

 

 
 

A reminder to everyone that Breakfast Club is 

continuing to run in 2016. Breakfast Club runs 

between 8am-8.30am in the Multi-purpose 

room where students are able to receive a 

FREE breakfast. Breakfast is the most 

important meal of the day, so make sure your 

children have always had breakfast before the 

come to school or send them to breakfast club! 

 

Cup of Life 
 

The Cup of Life for last week was won by 

guess who…  

Room 3 again! Unbelievable, well done to 

all students, keep up the good work! 

 

They are now in running for the end of 

term prize, which includes a free lunch and 

out of uniform day. The end of term 

winner will be announced next week! 

 

Keep up the good work everyone and 

remind your friends and family the 

importance of attending school everyday. 

 

Remember, Everyday counts…   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Positive Parenting 

 

No matter how old your children are, your praise 

and encouragement will help them feel good about 

themselves. This boosts their self-esteem and 

confidence. Sometimes rewards can be useful too, 

especially if you want to encourage good 

behaviour.  

Praise 

Praise is when you tell your child what you like 

about her or her behaviour. It goes a long way 

towards helping your child feel good about 

herself.  

Descriptive praise is when you tell your child 

exactly what it is that you like. For example, ‘I 

love the way you shared your Lego with your 

brother just now’. Descriptive praise is best for 

boosting self-esteem and building good behaviour 

– when children get praise for behaving well, 

they’re likely to want to keep behaving well.   

You can praise children of different ages for 

different things. You might praise a younger 

child for leaving the park when asked, or for 

having a go at tying his own shoelaces. You can 

praise teenagers for coming home at an agreed 

time, or for starting homework without being 

reminded.  

Encouragement 

Encouragement is praise for effort – for example, 

‘You worked hard on that maths homework’.  

Praising effort can encourage your child to try 

hard in the future. But you can also use 

encouragement before and during an activity to 

help your child do the activity or behaviour. For 

example, ‘Show me how well you can put your 

toys away’ or ‘I know you’re nervous about the 

test, but you’ve studied hard. No matter how it 

turns out, you’ve done your best’.  

Prep                Room 2 Alexander Grenfell Grade 3/4      Room 16 Ajasbi Moktan 

Prep                Room 3 Jack Mc Lamb-Farrer Grade 3/4      Room 17 David Nguyen 

Grade 1          Room 4 Haida Al Khudari  Grade 3/4      Room 18 Talissa Nikolovski 

Grade 2          Room 1 Daniel Vasiljkovic Grade 3/4      Room 20 Maysa Halabi 

  Grade 5/6      Room   9 Aziza Halabi 

Specialist-Music Elin Reda Grade 5/6      Room 11 Ali & Chiara 
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Some children, especially those who are less 

confident, need more encouragement than others. 

Encouragement is particularly important for older 

children.  

Rewards 

A reward is a consequence of good behaviour. It’s 

a way of saying ‘well done’ after your child has 

done something good or behaved well. It could be 

a treat, a surprise or an extra privilege.  

Rewards can make your praise and encouragement 

more effective in encouraging good behaviour. 

Most behaviour is influenced by the consequences 

that follow it, so when you reward your child’s 

behaviour, the behaviour is more likely to happen 

again in the future.  

Sometimes it’s easier to criticise than it is to 

compliment. Bad behaviour is more obvious than 

good behaviour – you’re much more likely to 

notice when your child is yelling than you are to 

notice when your child is quietly reading a book. 

Try to pay attention to the good behaviour, too! 

Using praise to change behaviour 

You can use praise as a tool to help change 

difficult behaviour and replace it with desirable 

behaviour. 

The first step is watching for times when your 

child behaves the way you want. When you see 

the desirable behaviour, or another behaviour you 

like, immediately get your child’s attention.  

Then tell your child exactly what you liked 

about the behaviour. You can praise effort as well 

as achievement – for example, ‘It’s great how you 

used words to ask for that toy’. You could even 

look for ways to reward the desirable behaviour – 

for example, give your child a high five or special 

cuddle.  

At the beginning, you can praise every time you 

see the behaviour. When your child starts doing 

the behaviour more often, you can praise it less.  

Tips for using praise, encouragement and 
rewards 

 When you feel good about your child, 

say so. See if you can give your child 

some words of encouragement every day. 

The small things you say can build up over 

time to have a big effect on your child. 

 Describe what it is that you like. This is 

called ‘descriptive praise’. When you say 

exactly what you’re happy about, your 

child knows what you mean. For example, 

‘I like the way you’ve organised your 

room. You’ve found a spot for everything’ 

or ‘I love the picture you drew. You really 

know how to put colours together’. And 

describing what you like is much more 

genuine and convincing than vague praise 

such as ‘You’re a good boy’.  

 Praise your child for his 

strengths. Children have their own unique 

set of strengths (and weaknesses). Try to 

appreciate your child’s good points. Try to 

avoid comparing one child to another, 

because this can lead to feelings of 

resentment or create unrealistic 

expectations.  

 Encourage good behaviour with praise, 

rather than pointing out the bad. This 

means trying to do more praising than 

criticising.  

 It takes a lot of praise to outweigh one 

criticism. Experts suggest trying to praise 

children six times for every one time you 

criticise them.  

 Look for little changes and successes. If 

you wait until your child has done 

something perfectly to give a compliment, 

you might find yourself waiting forever.  

 Accept that everyone’s different, and 

love those differences. Encourage each 

child to develop and feel excited about 

particular interests. Help your child 

develop a sense of pride and confidence in 

her choices or activities.  

 Surprise your child with a reward for 

good behaviour. For example, ‘Thanks 

for picking up the toys – let’s go to the 

park to celebrate’ or ‘Thanks for helping 

me prepare dinner. You can choose what 

we have for dessert’.  

 Praise effort as well as achievement. 

Recognise and praise how hard your child 

is trying – for example, ‘You worked 

really hard on that essay’ or ‘Thank you 

for remembering to hang your coat on the 

peg’.  

 

Hi Everyone,   



It was a pleasure to be part of an excursion to 

Sovereign Hill with our grade 5/6 students; to 

join in their excitement while learning about the 

gold rush era in Victoria – YES, LEARNING 

CAN BE FUN! 

Playgroup –   FREE TO EVERYONE – 

Thursdays, 10 am  & Fridays at 9 am in the 

HUB at the school  The children enjoy free play, 

story and music time.  PLEASE COME ALONG 

WITH YOUR BABY OR TODDLER OR PRE-

SCHOOL CHILD AND JOIN IN!  

PARENTING – HELP!! 

Help is on its way!  Next Friday, June 17
th

 

Anglicare will be in the Hub from 2.00 – 3.00 pm 

to give parents some information about a 

parenting program which they will run for our 

school families in term 3 – ‘Bringing Up Great 

Kids’.  This will be a free 6 week program on 

Friday afternoons.  There will be limited free 

child care available. 

For more information see the attached flyer.  

SINGLE PARENTS ACTIVE KIDS 

PROUDLY PRESENTS: 
FREE FAMILY FUN DAY 

 

 

HAYS PADDOCK IN KEW EAST 

SATURDAY 19TH
 
 OF JUNE 

STARTING 1 PM 

FREE BBQ, ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS: 

MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS/RENEWALS AND 

MORE. 

EVEN IF YOU CAN'T ATTEND THERE ARE 

PLENTY MORE OPPORTUNITIES, HERE IS A 

LINK TO OUR VERY ACTIVE WEBSITE 

http://www.singleparentsactivekids.org/  
LIKE MINDED SINGLE PARENTS TO CHAT 

WITH, ACTIVE KIDS WANTING TO PLAY WITH 

YOUR ACTIVE KIDS, WIN WIN! 

“SINGLE DOES NOT MEAN ALONE” 

PLEASE RSVP TO info@singleparentsactivekids.org 

or call Moush on 0430 504 119. 

 

\\  If I can help you and your family in 

anyway, please contact the office. 

Robyn Mulholland (Student Wellbeing Team)  
 

 

DIARY DATES 

Monday 13th June Queens Birthday 
Public Holiday 

 
Wed  22nd June Parent Teacher 

Interviews (all 
students must attend 
interview with 
parents/guardians) 

 
Friday 24th June Last day of term 2 

school finishes at 
1.15pm 
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I have a child starting school in Prep 2017 

WHERE DO I ENROL MY CHILD? 

 

 

 

 

Are you wanting to know more about the Primary Schools in Thomastown? 
 

 

Come along and find out 
 

 

Where: Thomastown Library 

When: June 20
th

 

Time 5pm-6.30pm 
 

 

 

A school’s information session 

 

 
Each school will do a short presentation about what their school has to offer, followed by the 

opportunity for parents to visit each school’s set up, to discuss this further if need be. 

 

 

 

SCHOOLS REPRESENTED: 

 

 

 Thomastown Primary School 

 Thomastown West Primary School 

 Thomastown Meadows Primary School 

 St Clare’s 

 St Catherine’s 
 
 
 



 


